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Your ref: ECWVTA/CON/2008 

 

EC Whole Vehicle Type Approval – Consultation 
 
 

Dear Mr Lowe, 
 
On behalf of the UK Metric Association, I am writing in response to your general 
invitation to comment on the above consultation.  
 
UKMA is an independent, non-party political, single issue organisation which 
advocates the full adoption of the metric system in the United Kingdom as soon 
as practicable for all official, trade, legal, contractual and other purposes, 
including adoption of the international norms for road signs, in accordance with 
the spirit of the Vienna Convention, to which the UK is a signatory. UKMA is 
financed entirely by membership subscriptions and personal donations. 
 
This response was approved by UKMA’s Committee this evening. 
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Summary 
 
Our response to the consultation is restricted to the units of measurement used 
on speedometers and to their legibility. We are concerned that, as currently 
drafted, and in so far as they concern speedometers, the draft Regulations 
would not correctly implement Directive 75/443/EEC as amended by Directive 
97/39/EC, nor are they consistent with UNECE Regulation 39. This is because 
the draft Regulations omit the requirement that mph is only permitted on 
speedometers in addition to km/h. They also fail to ensure the legibility of the 
km/h scale. 
 

We would also point out that the wording of the draft Regulations is inconsistent 
with Regulation 35 of the Road Vehicles (Construction and Use) Regulations 
(SI 1986/1078) as amended. 
 

7.3 Your views on the proposed technical requirements 

 
1. SPEEDOMETER UNITS 
 
The following paragraphs are from the draft Road Vehicles (Approval) 
Regulations 2008 (our highlighting) … 
 
"26.(7) (b) vehicles supplied in the United Kingdom are constructed for use in 
left-hand traffic and using imperial units of measurement for the 
speedometer." 
 
"27.(9) For the purposes of paragraph (8), the approval authority has 
reasonable grounds to believe that the technical provisions under which an 
approval was granted are not equivalent to those applying in the United 
Kingdom if (but not only if) the authority is not satisfied that the vehicle for which 
the application is made is constructed for use in left-hand traffic and uses 
imperial units of measurement for the speedometer." 
 
"29.(7) (c) the vehicle is constructed for use in left-hand traffic and uses 
imperial units of measurement for the speedometer." 
 
The term ”imperial units of measurement“ is inappropriate for three reasons. 
 

1) UNECE Regulation 39 and Directive 75/443/EEC as amended require 
speedometers in the UK to use both km/h and mph units. 

 
2) The wording is not consistent with the Technical Requirements in the 

Annexes of the draft Road Vehicles (Approval) Regulations 2008. 
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3) Imperial units of speed other than mph, such as “feet per second” or 

“knots”, are not permitted under UNECE Regulation 39 or Directive 
75/443/EEC as amended. Both specifically refer to mph. 

 
We propose the following alteration to the wording in paragraphs 26.(7)(b), 
27.(9), and 29.(7)(c) … 
 
Replace 
 
"26.(7) (b) vehicles supplied in the United Kingdom are constructed for use in 
left-hand traffic and using imperial units of measurement for the 
speedometer." 
 
With 
 
"26.(7) (b) vehicles supplied in the United Kingdom are constructed for use in 
left-hand traffic and are fitted with a speedometer capable of indicating 
speed in both kilometres per hour and miles per hour, either 
simultaneously or, by the use of a driver-operated switch, separately. An 
analogue mph-only scale shall not be permitted." 
 
 
Replace 
 
"27.(9) For the purposes of paragraph (8), the approval authority has 
reasonable grounds to believe that the technical provisions under which an 
approval was granted are not equivalent to those applying in the United 
Kingdom if (but not only if) the authority is not satisfied that the vehicle for which 
the application is made is constructed for use in left-hand traffic and uses 
imperial units of measurement for the speedometer." 
 
With 
 
"27.(9) For the purposes of paragraph (8), the approval authority has 
reasonable grounds to believe that the technical provisions under which an 
approval was granted are not equivalent to those applying in the United 
Kingdom if (but not only if) the authority is not satisfied that the vehicle for which 
the application is made is constructed for use in left-hand traffic and is fitted 
with a speedometer capable of indicating speed in both kilometres per 
hour and miles per hour, either simultaneously or, by the use of a driver-
operated switch, separately. An analogue mph-only scale shall not be 
permitted." 
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Replace 
 
"29.(7) (c) the vehicle is constructed for use in left-hand traffic and uses 
imperial units of measurement for the speedometer." 
 
With 
 
"29.(7) (c) the vehicle is constructed for use in left-hand traffic and is fitted with 
a speedometer capable of indicating speed in both kilometres per hour 
and miles per hour, either simultaneously or, by the use of a driver-
operated switch, separately. An analogue mph-only scale shall not be 
permitted." 
 
2. SPEEDOMETER LEGIBILTY 
 
Both UNECE Regulation 39 (5).1, and items 4.1 and 4.2 of Annex II of Directive 
75/443/EC as amended by Directive 97/39/EC, require the speedometer scale 
to be “clearly legible”. On most manufacturers’ current UK speedometers the 
km/h scale is so small or darkly-coloured that it cannot be described as “clearly 
legible”. For this reason, we recommend that a minimum technical standard be 
described in the Regulations to ensure that speedometer scales conform to the 
requirement to be clearly legible. 
 
We propose the following addition to the wording in paragraphs 26.(7)(b), 
27.(9), and 29.(7)(c) … 
 
Add 
“Speedometer figures showing vehicle speed in km/h shall be no smaller 
than 6 mm in height, and shall be illuminated no less brightly than the 
figures for mph.” 

 
Finally 
 
We would like to thank the Department for Transport for being given the 
opportunity to express our views in this consultation, and look forward to taking 
part in future consultations. 
 
A copy of this letter has also been e-mailed to you. 
 
Yours sincerely 
 
 

 
Derek Pollard 
Secretary 


